FULL NAME 



Richard A. Lachapelle 



S.S. NO. 



(No initials if you car. possibly gee full caca) 



AD DELES S 



CITY 



Salem, 



STATE tMA " 



ZI? CODE 01970 



DATE OF 3I2TH °6/°2/49 



(This is imoortant and should be exact) 



APPROXIMATE AGE 



(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 



RELIGION Catholic 



NATIONALITY (Citizen of) 



United States 



OCCUPATION Elementary School Teacher 



EDUCATION 



WEIGH! 



College 



170 



HEIGHT 



5' 8' 



RACE 



White 



COLOR OF HAUL 



Brown 



COLOR OF EYES 



ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
H035IES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS 



MARRIED / 7 SINGLE P&J NAME OF SPOUSE 
CHILDREN 



(Name, number, ages, if possible) 
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT t 



CITY 



STATE 



POSITION 



DATE REGISTERED 



DATE RESIGNED 



Chartered Organization 



See attached record: 



SPECIAL RECOGNITION 



See attached record: 



INCIDENT: TYP E ^ D ATE OF INCIDEN T IV 10 / 88 R ESOLUTIO N S 2 ** 3 '* 4 '* 5 
Type 



l-Scout Related 
2=Non-scout related 

3 =5 homosexual (not specifically with youth) 



Check off list of attached documentation 



Resolution 

1. Internal (only Scouts Know) 

2. Criminal action 

3. Court action 

4. Probationary status 

5. Reported to state asrencv 



1. 
2* 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6* 
7. 

Co 



Description of incident ^ Q.f £ Q 
VictiaCs ) statement 
media reports 
Legal proceedings 
Offender's statement 1QSEPH L ANGL1M 
Official notification of 'termination 
Found quilty/innocent by court 



OCT 1 8 1989 



uuc 1 1 K:CL^\ & " W^S i gse d VJ*w^N V ^ ^C^C 



GNFIDENTIA'L 
APR 2 4 1989 

37ARCN 



382Sr-e!co-lI/3/83 



SCCUT EXECUTIVE 
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.NORTH ESSEX COUNCIL 

Bov Scouts of America 



Lawrence, Massachusetts 01340 



Telephone! 



June 7, 1991 



Mr- Paul Ernst 

National Office, Boy Scouts of America 



Irving, Texas 75015-2079 



Dear Paul, 

Your office has a confidential file on Richard A* LaChapelle, a former 
Scouter in this council. The enclosed newspaper articles will update you on 
the status of his trial on charges of child sexual abuse. 

As more information becomes available we will forward it to your office. 

Sincerely, 



i 

Robert E. Mersereau 
Council Executive 



MEMBER ACE.NCY MERRIMACX V ALLEY UNITED FUND, l.NC 



THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE • WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1991 



Former Scout leader i_ 
to face sex charges again 

tion, with each count carrying a 
maximum penalty of 30 years in 
'jail. . - " ■ 

The North Andover boy, now 15, 
and his parents sat quietly as 
Washington County Superior Court 
? Judge Dominic Cresto declared 
the .mistrial after Wh hours of 
jury deliberations. The jury fore- 
man indicated jurors were making 
no progress toward reaching a 
required unanimous decision. 
1 Members of ^the 12-member 



By John Basilesco t 
Eagle-Tribune Writer , ; < 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I/- A 
mistrial was declared yesterday 
after three days of jury deliber- 
ations failed to produce a verdict 
in the trial of Richard A. LaCha- 
pelle. 

The former Scout leader and 
suspended teacher from North 
Andover, Mass., will be tried 
again on the charges, Mr. La Char 
pelle is accused of fondling an 11- 
year-old Scout from North Andov- 
er during a trip to Block Island in 
1986. 

A new trial Is. expected to be 
held later this year, but a date has ' 
not been set Y 

; Mr; LaChapelle, who had been 
found innocent in two previous tri- 
als on. similar charges involving 
two other North Andover boys, 
shook , his head slowly when his 
lawyer told him the jury could not 
reach a decision. 

He is charged with three counts 
of second-degree child moles ta- 



Please see TRIAL, next page 



; -Teacher will 
: f ace new trial 



iTrial From page 1 

-jury contacted by The Eagle-Tri- 
bune declined to discuss their 
deliberations or how they voted. 

Judge Cresto did not ask the 
'jurors how they were divided. 
- Mr. LaChapelle would not com- 
ment on the case, nor would the 
boy's family. 

North Andover Schools Superin- 
tendent George Blaisdeil said Mr. 
LaChapelle will remain suspended 
from his teaching job at Franklin 
School pending the outcome of 
another trial. 

The boy testified during the tri- 
al that he and Mr. LaChapelle 
spent the weekend on Block 
Island, off the coast of Narragan- 
sett, playing strip poker and fond- 
ling one another. 

Mr. LaChapelle, 41, testified 
. there was no sexual activity. 

During the four-day trial, Leon- 



ard O'Brien, Mr. LaChapelle' s 
lawyer, attempted to discredit the 
boy's testimony by showing incon- 
sistencies between what he told 
police and what he told jurors. 

Mark' Dana, the prosecutor in 
the case, argued that the boy had 
no motive to make up a story 
about the sexual assaults. 

He also argued that jurors 
should weigh Mr. LaChapelle's 
credibility . 

Mr. LaChapelle was not even 
sure which hotel they stayed at on 
the first night of their trip and 
could not describe the room, Mr. 
Dana said. 
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LaChapelle jury outTi' ^ 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, RJ. -Jurors today 
• were to resume deliberations in the* trial of 
Richard A. LaChapelle. The former North . 
Andover Scout leader and suspended teacher ' 
is accused of fondling a Scout during a trip to v 
Block Island in 1986.- Jurors failed to reach a * 
verdict after eight hours of last Thursday and 
Friday. At one point the foreman sent the 
judge a note saying the jury could not reach a 
verdict The judge said to keep trying. Mr. 
LaChapelle is charged with three counts of 
second-degree child molestation, with each . 
count carrying a maximum penalty of * 30 ' s 
years in jail. Mr. LaChapelle has testified : 
there was no sexual activity. ^^L^^j, £T 
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Jury is still out in 
Scout sex-assault trial 



i 



By John Basilesco 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. - 
Jurors will continue deliberations 
Tuesday in the trial of Richard A. 
LaChapelle, a former Scout leader 
charged with fondling an 11-year- 
old North Andover, Mass., boy. 

They deliberated five hours 
yesterday and three hours the day 
before; but did not reach a verdict. 

At one point the jury foreman 
sent a note to Judge Dominic Cres- 
to saying jury members could not 
agree on a verdict. They resumed 
deliberations, however, after 
Judge Cresto told them to continue 
to try. At 4:30 p.m. he sent them 
home for the long weekend. 

Mr. LaChapeile is charged with 



three counts of second-degree 
child molestation. Each count car- 
ries a maximum penalty of 30 
years in jail. 

The boy, now 15, has testified 
they played strip poker and fon- 
dled one another during a trip to 
Block Island in July 1938. 

Mr. LaChapeile, 41, a sus- 
pended North Andover third-grade 
teacher, has testified there was no 
sexual activity. 

During the four-day trial, Leon- 
ard O'Brien, Mr. LaChapelle's 
lawyer, attempted to show several 
inconsistencies between what the 
boy told police and jurors. 

Prosecutor Mark Dana argued 
the boy had no motive to make up 
a story about the assaults. 
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Jury still out 
in trial of 
LaChapelle 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.L - 
Jurors today were to continue 
deliberations in the trial of a for- 
mer Scout leader charged with 
fondling an 11-year-old North 
Andover, Mass., boy. 

They deliberated for three 
hours yesterday following a four- 
day trial, but were unable to reach 
a verdict. 

Richard A. LaChapelle is 
charged with three counts of sec- 
ond-degree child molestation. 
Each count carries a maximum 
penalty of 30 years in jail. 

The teen-ager has testified they 
played strip poker, fondled one 
another during the trip and that 
Mr. LaChapelle offered him 50 
cents if the boy would masturbate 
him. 

Mr. LaChapelle, a suspended 
North Andover third-grade teach- 
er, has testified there was no sex- 
ual activity between he and the 
boy. 
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Teacher back on trial Tuesday 



By John Basilesco 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. - 
The trial of Richard A. LaCha- 
pelle, a suspended Franklin School 
teacher charged with fondling a 
North Andover boy, will resume 
Tuesday. 

;~The trial, which began last 
week, was interrupted Wednesday 
afternoon when Leonard O'Brien, 
Mr. LaChapelle's lawyer, raised a 
legal issue which Judge Dominic 
Cresto needed time to consider, 
j Judge Cresto yesterday grant- 
ed Mr. O'Brien's request to call 
John McLoughlin, the prosecutor 
in the case, as a witness. Assistant 
Attorney General Mark Dana has 



been assigned as the new prosecu- 
tor. 

Mr. O'Brien wants to call Mr. 
McLoughlin as a witness to ask 
him about statements the boy 
made under cross-examination 
involving inconsistencies between 
what he told jurors this week and 
what was in his original statement 
to police. 

After Mr. O'Brien pointed out 
the differences, the boy said he 
had told Mr. McLoughlin about 
them. The boy said he believes Mr. 
McLoughlin overlooked them. 

Mr. O'Brien said he expects 
Mr. McLoughlin will deny that the 
boy told him about any differences 
and he wants to call him as a wit- 
ness to help his case. 



Under cross-examination, the 
boy said he told Mr. McLoughlin 
about both of these discrepancies 
in January. 

The 15-year-old boy testified 
that his former Scout leader asked 
him to masturbate him for 50 cents 
on Sunday afternoon of a weekend 
trip to Block Island, R.I., in July 
1986. The boy was 11 at the time. 

But he told police, according to 
a signed statement, thai it hap- 
pened Friday night, Mr. O'Brien 
said. 

The boy said he got the days 
wrong, but the facts were correct. 

Mr. LaChapelle is charged with 
three counts of second-degree 
child molestation. 
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October 19, 1989 



FCR FILE 
OCT J 9 1989 
A. GRAVES 



Mr. Ross A. Harrop 

Scout Executive 

North Essex Council, Mo, 712 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RICHARD A. LA CHAPELLE 



Dear Ross: 

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter 
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanen 
Confidential File. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

cc: Northeast Region 
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Teacher 
on trial 
this week 

' 3y John Basilesco 
£a*le-rniMiae Writer 

| NORTH ANDOVER - The 
'■ trial of a suspended Franklin 

School teacher charged with 
• fondling an H-year-oid North 

Andover ooy starts tomorrow in 

Rhoae Island. 

Richard A. LaChapeile, 41. 
of Saiem is charged with sec- 
ond-degree child molestation. 

| which carries a maximum pen- 

; airy of 30 years in jaiL 

i Mr. LaChapeile was sus- 
pended by the School Commil- 
i tee nearly a year ago oeading i 
[ the outcome of the trial. For 15 1 
months before that Mr. LaCha- | 
peile was on a voluntary unpaid 
leave. During that time he was 
found innocent of charges he 
assaulted two other North 
Andover boys, one tn New ( 
Hampshire and another in Mas- 
sachusetts. 

! The trial on the third charge 
of molesting an U-year-oid 
.North Andover boy on a Boy 
Scout trip to Block Island. R.L, . 
in 1986. begins tomorrow with j 

[ jury selection at Washington ' 

| County Superior Court in Wake- 
field, R.L Opening arguments 

j will be presented aiter jurors 

j are selected. 

t 

| Mr. "LaChapeile said he is 
{ confident he will be found inno- 
j cent* as he was in the two pre* 
i <rious tnais. 

| He said the boy, sow a IS- 
year-old North .Andover High 
; sopnomore* made the story up. 

"This North Andover High 
sophomore weaved a weo of lies 
and deceit, wntch I'm confident 
will fail apart on cross-exami- 
nation,'* Mr. LaChapeile said. 

If cleared of the charge, Mr. 
LaChapeile will return to his 
' third-grade teaching ;ob and 
receive back aav dunng the 
time of his suspension. 

! A year and a half ago. Mr. 

LaChapeile, a former Scout 
| leader, was found innocent of 

charges he fondled a first-grace 
| boy in a Sturbndge hotel in 
j November 1388. 

j Two months before, a New 

] Hampshire jury acquitted bam 
of molesting a ;o-year-old 
North Andover boy near Boy 
Scout Camp On way in Rav- 

j mono, N.H., durmg the sum- 

! mer of 1988. 



CONF015792 




Mr . Ross A, Harrop 

Scout Executive 

North Esses Council, No- 712 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RICHARD A. LA CHAPELLE 

Dear Ross: 

Everything seems to be fine with this case, except for the outcome of the 
legal action. I don't know if this has been completed, but I do not find it 
in our file* 

Please send me a newspaper clipping or copy of the court record indicating the 
outcome, and we will have a complete file. 

Thanks for your help in protecting the youth of America, 
Sincerely, 



— £ — 

Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

je 

cc: Northeast Region 
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A. GRAVES 



*ir, Elcs*? A- itarrop 
Scout Executive 
.Vortr; £cse^ Council , 



N'c. 712 



PoJlSC^ AND CONFIDENTIAL 



SU3JICT: A* LA 



CIIAPSLLE 



Dear Ross: 

Everything seems to be fine with this case, except for the outcome of the 
legal action. I don't know if this has been coapletad, but I do not find it 
in our rile. 

Please send ae a newspaper clipping or copy of the court record indicating the 
outcome, t>> viil have a cornpl^^ fila. 

Thanks for your help la protecting "he youth ox America* 

Sincerely, 



Psal Ernst, Director • -v 

Registration Service :>V, -.-^i 




Northeast He^ioa 
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lav 1, 



Mr. Ross A- *iarrop 

Scout Executive 

!ior::: £33*2 Council , . 712 



PHONAL AI« CJit^IJ^iTlAL SUBJECT: A. LA CHAPEL £ 

Dear Hoss: 

•Je appreciate all the ^Atarfal ^hlch 70c previously seat concerning tie abov*» 
naaad individual. Oar file not? Is qui ta couplet e and can be "put to bed" as 
200a as ve receive a little sore information frca you. 

we would ilka to have a document vita Mr. La Chape lie r a signature If 70U have 
tMr? available. 71:1s ;culi th^ Idsat i^ieit*o~ orx^s^* 

TUe only other pi^ce of information vcoli tL-& outco.^^ of t'::o l3„;al nc^Lon 
vhlch voul-1 o» tht* lezril action vhlch la act? oendirig. 'V-os irr of then** c*i?.o:- 
.ira complete.; > 'xe ^rouli LL*g tUs Information ia order to conpLica our fLIa. 

Thanks for your hal?» 

Sincerely » 



READY FOR rle 

Paul" Strtst", : Btrec tor *" ~' "' *-* V* n Q 

Registration 3orvico "" ' 1 v ~~ n?-j3 

A GRAVES 

cc: liortheaat Xegloti 
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Summary 
of 



December 1 , 
11:00 AM 



1988 
hone 




I spoke w i th 

shared an 
LaChape 1 1 e 



i nc i 



of Evmts leading up to the Suspension 
Richard LaChape! Ws Registration 



conv er sat i on with 
Nor th Andover . 

o-f North Andover 

at involved her 9 year old son 




who 
nd Mr . 




"During the summer Mr. LaChapelle ordered to introduce PvjSJto 
camping by taking him to N. H. They left on a Friday J^^v^re 
to stay for the weekend. Turned out that no one else was with 
them or ^ar^und them. Uhen they got ready fobbed Mr. LaChapelle 
laid on |g%&jS^ and gave him hugs. Th i s scar ed||||||] and so he sai d 
he was sick and wanted to go home. He was returned home that 
same evening but appeared very upset. He shared the events with 
his parents and has been seehj^^a school counselor since that 
t i me . Not a day goes by that flSllBdQesn ' t think and worry abou t 
that event with Richard LaChape 1 1 e . " 

ft/A^Vi^g.- *Tir«Jgl shared her concern about 



Sweeney one of the key leaders with Pack 
share this with those 
because she spoke wi th a 
hers and she felt the co 



this incident with Jean 
S^^^Sh^f^^^Jean would 
who should know. [jj^^gS^^gyfcri^ c a 1 led me 

who had a si mi 1 ar story as 
be aware of this problem. 




Jean 



A f ol 1 ow-up call with 
the conversation with 
confront Mr. ^LaChap^^^^or 
didn't think PS^S^SISbS^^ 

was any real problem with 
descr i bed to her . 
I confirmed the accuracy of 
on 12/7/88. 



Sweeney on December 2 confirmed that 
did take place. She didn't 
tell anyone else because she really 
was really that upset or that there 
the incident that took place as it was 



my notes w i th 



by phone 



December 1 , 1 988 

11:15 AM Meeting 
and her mother . 



at Council Service Center 



wt 




a single parent with 2 sons - 



11 and 



A year ago Richard LaChapelle knocked on her door and asked RTlI 
to get involved with Webelos as he has done with boys ^^other 
single parent families. He served as a " sponsor " for E§§9 and 

took him to various events in Cubbing with no apparent problems. 
Through the ^association Dick LaChapelle promised to do the same 
thing wi th p BsMtf^rl when he was of age for Tiger Cubs. 



CONF015799 



^^c^^LaCh ap e^re followed through with hi^commi tment to "sponsor" 
and signed up to be his Ti ge^teajT^mber in Pack 37 in 
October, Attached are the comments t^ faiSS^^^^ shared about a 
Scouting outing Mr, LaChapelle took her son on Novemcer 10 and 
11. She understood this was a troop outing and Mr, LaChapelle 
said this would be a great chance to get involved with the other 
bo/s . 



See at tached description of November 10 and 
land Dick LaChapelle as given to me byB 



11 event s involving 



Meeting ended at 12:05, 



I cal 1 ed Pi v i si on o f Social 
story of \^^lffP^Mp n behalf 

already cl^Wc^Tnem her se 1 f ) 



Service and officially reported the 
of North Essex Council. (She had 



I next called the Area Director and reported my findings and 
described my plan to involve Council President in suspending 
Richard LaChapelle for ignoring the two deep leadership policy. 



December 1, 1988 at 5:45 PM 



A meeting took place with myself, Richard LaChapelle, Council 
President; John 8ooth and Ken Bonanno; Council Commissioner. 

The attached "Maintaining Standards of Leadership Letter" was 
given to Mr , LaChapel le at that time with a brief general 
explanation that he had not foil owed the " two deep 1 eadersh i p 
policy of the 8SA.* He was shocked, stating that he always did 
accept for his tiger cub outings. He said he fel-t they were one 
on one activities but I reenforced that overnight activities and 
camp ing are not all owed in t i ger cubs and he- should no 1 onger 
associate with the BSA. He was given the "review board procedure 
outline" and our assurance that only the Executive officers of 
the three Chartered partners would be called. We also told him I 
would say "Richard LaChapelle is no longer associated with the 
BSA. ■ 



The meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM 
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Boy Scouts of .^^^rica 



Lawrence, Massachusetts 01340 



Telephone I 



December I , 1 988 




1 1 e 



Sal em, MA 01970 



Dear Dick: 

A-fter careful review, we have decided that your registration with 
the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended* We are therefore 
compelled to request that you sever any relations that you may 
have with the Boy Scouts o-f America. A refund o-f your 
registration -fee is enclosed. 

You should understand that BSA membership registration is a 
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who 
applies. We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever 
there is a concern that an individual may not meet the high 
standards o-f membership which the BSA seeks to prov-ide -for 
Amer i can you th . 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed by a council review 
committee, please write to me within 60 days o-f the date o-f this 
letter, explaining your version of the facts supporting your 
claim that your registration as a BSA member shou 1 d be 
reinstated. The procedures for a review of this decision are 
at t ached . 

Sincerely yours , 



John P. Booth 
Pr es i den t 



-U. 



^E^BES AGENCY ME3RIMACX VALLEY UNITED FUND. INC. 
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North Ar^over teacher 
faces second sex charge 



/ ^ 



3y Susan Forrest 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 

A suspended North Andover 
teacher surrendered to New 
Hampshire authorities yesterday 
following a grand jury indictment 
charging him with sexual assault 
of a child. 

Richard LaChapeile, 39, of Sa- 
- lem, Mass., stands accused of mo- 
lesting a 10-year^>id North Andov- 
er boy last summer in Raymond, 
N.H., during a Boy Scout outing. 
He was secretly indicted by a 
Rockingham County Jury late last 
month, Raymond, N.H., Police 
Chief Richard Dolan said. 

In a separate incident two 
months ago, Mr. LaChapeile was 
arrested for the alleged sexual as- 
sault of a 7-year-old North Andov- 
er boy while the two were alone on 
an unsanctioned Cub Scout trip in 
Sturbridge, Mass. The incident 
took place at the Day's Inn Motel, 
police said. 

Mr. LaChapeile, a third grade I 
teacher at the Franklin School, ! 
was suspended last month from 
his teaching job after the Stur- 
bridge incident. 

He was serving as a North An- ; 
dover Boy Scout leader during ; 
both alleged sexual assaults. He 
was fired from the Lawrence- 
based North Essex Boy Scouts 



Council Dec. 1. 

He had been involved in scout- 
ing for 30 years. 

Mr. LaChapeile. who lives with 
his mother in Salem, was released ' 
from Rockingham County Jail in.! 
Brentwood, N.H., yesterday after ■ 
he posted a $5,500 cash bail, ^ ; 

He is to be arraigned on the ; 
charge in Superior Court in Exet-' ! 
er, N.H., next week. 



Ex-Boy Scout leader 
charged in third state 



By Mary Beth Donovan 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 

Former North Andover 
teacher and Boy Scout leader 
Richard LaChapeile was 
charged today in Rhode Island 
with sexually molesting a mem- 
ber of his scout troop, 

Mr. LaChappelle was ar- 

• rested on similar charges by 
Sturbridge police in December 
and by Raymond, N.H M police 
in February. All three arrests 
involve boys in North Andover 
scouting programs. 

Block Island Police Chief 
Paul Riker said the alleged as* 
sault took place around July 11, 
1985, when Mr. LaChapeile took 
a North Andover boy, then 11 
years old, on a trip to Block Is- 
\ land, off the coast of southern 

* Rhode Island* 

Mr, LaChapeile was charged 
with second-degree sexual as- 
sault for allegedly fondling the 
boy. 

"We are talking about two 
incidents on two separate 
nights/ said Chief Riker. The 
two incidents took place at two 
hotels, the New Shorebam 
House and the Water Street Inn, 
he said 



The boy confided in a friend 
during a Christmas party early 
this year, just as allegations 
against Mr. LaChapeile be- 
came public. The friend con- 
tacted the boy's parents who in 
turn contacted authorities. 

The Eagle-Tribune does not 
identify victims of alleged 
abuse. 

Mr.. LaChapeile, 39, of Sa- 
lem, N.H., who taught third 
grade at Franklin School, has 
been removed from the class- 
room and now does school ad- 
ministrative work. He was sus- 
pended from the Boy Scouts in 
early December. 

Mr. LaChapeile turned him- 
self in to Block Island police 
this morning. He was freed on 
$1,000 cash bail. 

Mr. LaChappelle was silent 
during his arraignment this 
morning, putting his hands in 
his pockets and staring at the 
floor. 

His lawyer, John Tramonti 
Jr., told the judge that Mr. La- 
Chappelle has* been a teacher 
for 18 years and active in scout- 
ing. He said he has no prior re- 
cord other than the two pre- 
vious arrests on similar 
charges. 
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Cub Scout leader is 
accused of molesting boy 

By Susan Forrest 
and Paula Fuoco 
Eagle-Tribune Writers 

NORTH ANDOVER — A teacher who was also a Cub 
Scout leader was arrested in Sturbridge yesterday for 
charges of molesting a seven-year-old boy over a two-day 
period, 

Richard LachapeUe, 39, was released on bail this morn- 
ing after being arraigned in Dudley District Court on • 
charges of indecent assault and battery on a child under 14. 

Mr. LachapeUe is accused of molesting a North Andover 
boy at the Day's Inn Motel in Sturbridge Nov. 10, Sturbridge 

PtMse MOLEST, Pag* 5 >r ~T ~ 
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Scout leader is accused of abuse 



Molest From page 1 

Police Chief 
Kevin Fitz^ibbons said. The un- 
identified seven-year-old child was 
a member & Cub Scout Pack 87 at 
the Atkinson School in North An- 
dover. y 

North Andover School Superin- 
tendent George Blaisdell said this 
morning he suspended Mr ♦Lacha- 
peUe from his third grade teaching 
job at FrankHn School last Thurs- 
day. • "* « - * 

Mr. LachapeUe was also Sred* 
from his Scout duties with the 
North EssexBoy Scouts Council 

The boy's mother said Mr. La- 
chapeUe took her son to Sturbridge 
Nov. 10 and returned him home ; 
Saturday, Nov! 11 "He took my 
son for two days; 7 ' she said* "He 
led me to believe it involved the 
whole troop." 

She said she later found out oth- 
er Scouts and their families only 
went to Sturbridge cor the day. 

4 * My son came home extremely 
upset/* the mother said. She said 
her son told her Mr r.»fhan»n« 



Child at Risk hotline and was re- 
ferred to the state Department of 
Social Services. 

Mr. Blaisdell said Mr. Lacha- 
peUe reacted to his suspension 
with 4 'shock and pain. He wants to 
assure me that he's done nothing 
wrong/* he said. 

Mr. Blaisdell said the teacher 
was suspended, without making 



any judgments, in order not to dis- 
rupt the class. 

"It was more protective of the 
children^ interests in education to 
not be faced in the classroom," 
Mr. Blaisdell said 

Mr. LachapeUe has been em- 
ployed by the North Andover 
school system for many years, Mr. 
BlaisdeU said. 
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